TED 


this issue: : also: - 
an all-new the conclusion 
series Ne . of 
GENERATION" ABRAXAS & 
ZERO d THE 
by Pepé Moreno EARTHMAN 
plus: : ae DY 
WANDERER i 


by Mike Kaluta 


“THE story IS, OF COURSE, ONLY TOO 
“TRAGICALLY FAMILIAR TO US ALL. 
YET IT MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN, 
ANDO WHAT BETTER TIME TO RECALL 
THAT TERRIBLE CHAIN OF EVENTS 
“THAN THE OCCASION NOW BEFORE US? 


ReEmemser ? THE BLINONESS TO 
THE EXPLOITATION AND WASTE OF OLIR 
NATURAL RESOURCES,,, THE 
PAINFLIL AWAKENING THAT ALL THOSE 
THINGS, SUCH AS THE WORLD'S 

OL RESERVES, WHICH ONCE SEEMED 
AN ENDLESS BOLINTY WERE NOW 
DESPERATELY DWINDLING... 


.. ANO EVERY NATION STRUGGLED TO 
CONTROL A SHARE OF THAT WHICH 
REMAINER 


“THE MI0PLE- EAST, ALWAYS A 
TINDER BOX, SAW ITS MOST VIOLENT 
ERUPTIONS EVER, MOSLEM, CHRISTIAN 
AND JEW CLASHEP IN WHAT BECAME 
A VIRTUAL HOLY WAR. 


AAND BAD-THOUGH IT WAS, IT WAS 
ONLY ONE AMONG MANY... 


SAUDI 
UNITED ARABIA 
ARAB REP. 


EGYPT 


wAS THESE LIMITER, LOCALIZE? 
CONFLICTS FLARED EVERYWHERE, 


SSOUTH AFRICA. CENTRAL AMERICA. 
THE ORIENT. ALL OVER THE GLOBE 
THERE WAS THE THUNDER OF 

WAR MACHINES, THE DREADFUL 
LIGHTNING OF BOMBS AND MISSILES: 


BUuT EVEN AS THEY FOUGHT IN 
“THEIR OWN INTERESTS, EACH 
COUNTRY WAS INEVITABLY FAWN 
IN A LARGER GAME.,, 


| 
| 
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1 PLAYED BY SUPER POWERS. 


“TOO FEARFUL TO OPENLY 
CONFRONT ONE ANOTHER, 
TOO ISTRUSTFUL TO EVER 
REACH A TOTAL PEACE, 

THEY SUPPORTEP THE SMALLER 
CONFLICTS, USING THEM TO 
TEST AND CHALLENGE 

THE OPPOSITION'S MIGHT ANC 
INFLUENCE... 


|... ALL THE WHILE VERBALLY 
ATTACKING THE OTHER'S ROLE 

| IN DOING SO, 

| 

| 

| ‘PRESSURES INCREASED THE 
TENSIONS GREW. AN ALL-OUT 

ARMS RACE, UNRELIEVED By 

ATTEMPTS AT SETTLEMENT OR 

REASONING OF DIFFERENCES, 

DEVELOPED... 


un WIDENING FROM 
THE SUPER POWERS TO 
THEIR SATELLITES 

AND ALLIES AND BEYONC. 


NoTHING TOOK 
PRECEDENT OVER MILITARY 
BUILD-UP THE WORLO 
WAS A CHESSBOARP WITH 
MORE AND MORE 

PIECES BEING BROUGHT 
INTO PLAY,., 


+BUT EACH NATION, LARGE ANP 
SMALL, SUPER POWER OR MINOR, 
PAID A PRICE. 


GREATER ANC GREATER PERCENTAGES 
OF NATIONAL BUDGETS WERE 
EATEN AWAY By DEFENSE AND 
SECURITY, HUGE ARMIES: 
MARCHED, BUT THE HOMELANDS' 
“THEY FOUGHT FOR WERE TORN 
BY ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CHAOS, 


ANY NOT SERVING THE MILITARY- 
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX SUFFERER. 
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
PROGRAMS VANISHED. POVERTY ANP 
CRIME REACHED ASTRONOMICAL 
LEVELS CLASS ANO RACIAL STRIFE 
BECAME COMMONPLACE. 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION RAGED 
OUT OF CONTROL. 


THOSE STILL POSSESS(NG WEALTH 
OR AUTHORITY HIRED THEIR 
OWN MERCENARY FORCES FOR 
PROTECTION, 


1. OR LOBBIEC FOR GOVERNMENT 
TROOPS TO ACT ON THEIR BEHALF 


THOSE WHO POSSESSED NEITHER 
WERE LEFT TO PROTEST... BEFORE A 
RISING TIDE OF PRIVATE ANP 
OFFICIAL REPRESSION. 


+ IT WOULD MERELY HAVE BEEN 
POSTPONED, 


CompuTeR MALFUNCTION. 


AWN ELECTRONIC CHIP SMALLER THAN 
A COIN, WORTH FAR LESS THAN A 
DOLLAR, MISINTERPRETS A SIGNAL. 
AN ALERT IS CALLEC.,, AND DETECTEP 
BY THE OPPOSITE SIDE. A COUNTER- 
STRIKE IS ORDERED, 


SUADOWS OF WAR WITHOUT, STeapy 
DECAY WITHIN, ANY WHO HAG | 
EYES COULD SEE WHAT WAS COMING, | 
YET SO MANY WERE BLIND! 


THE CENTURY WAS INTO ITS LAST 
DECADES, ANO EARTH, THE EARTH WE 
ALL STILL REMEMBER, WAS IN 

ITS FINAL HOURS. 


PERHAPS, IF THE SHINY PIECES ON THE 
CHESSBOARD HADN'T BEEN 

POISED SO EAGERLY FOR SO LONG, 

IT COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED. 
MORE LIKELY, GIVEN THE WORLD 
TURMOIL, THE GLOBAL CHAOS.,, 


DETECTION, REACTION. STEP 
BY STEP. IT TOOK ONLY 
MOMENTS, THE BRINK WAS 
REACHED, AND FOR THE FIRST 
TIME EVER, PASSED, 


THERMO — NUCLEAR WAR. 


IT WAS OVER IN HOURS, SOMEONE 
CAUGHT THE COMPUTER ERROR. 


ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO REVERSE 


THE ONSLAUGHT, TOO LATE. 
WORLD WAR THREE BECAME 

A LIMITEO EXCHANGE. BUT 

NOT LIMITED ENOUGH. OVER HALF 
THE WORLD'S NATIONS 

ANP GOVERNMENTS PERISHER 


‘THOSE WHICH DID NOT LAUNCHED 
A FIGHT FOR WHAT WAS LEFT, 


HAVING BEHELD THE FURY OF 
NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST, 

FURTHER USE OF SUCH WEAPONS 
WAS, FOR THE MOST FART, AVOIDED. 
IT WAS THE ONLY RESTRAINT SHOWN, 


Society ON EARTH, MOST OF HUMAN 
CIVILIZATION, DIED. 


WE CAN'T BE CERTAIN WHAT, IF 
ANYTHING, HAS RISEN (N ITS 

PLACE, WE KNOW PEOPLE SURVIVED 
BUT HOW MANY? UNDER WHAT 
CONDITIONS AND CIRCLIM STANCES ? 


“THERE ARE VAST REGIONS 
RENDERED TOTALLY UNLIVEABLE 
EVEN NOW,AFTER ALL THIS 

TIME, 


YET, BECAUSE THE NUCLEAR 
EXCHANGE WAS PARTIALLY 
LIMITED, THERE MUST BE FocKETS 
AT LEAST WHICH WENT 
UNSCATHED. BLIT ANY SUCH AREAS 
STILL HAVE MUCH TO CONTEND 
WITH. 


NOTHING Is THE Same, 
WEATHER, CLIMATE, AND SEASONS 
HAVE BEEN PERMANENTLY, 
SOMETIMES VIOLENTLY, ALTERED. 


ANO THE Sky.../ IN MANY 
PLACES THE SKY iS STILL CLOTTED 
WITH RADIOACTIVE CLOUDS, 

RED ANC ROILING. 

SWOLLEN WITH CONTAMINATION, 


FOR ALL THAT, THE EARTH IS 
RESILIENT, MORE SO THAN WE 
CREDITED. MORE SO PERHAPS, THAN 
WE DESERVE. THE LasT TWO 
YEARS, SIGNS_OF HEALING, OF 
REVIVAL, HAVE GROWN, 


‘THE PasT Is DEAD, THE CHEss- 
BOARD HAS BEEN SWEPT CLEAN 
OF THE OLO PLAYERS, IT IS A NEW 
WORLO, A TIME FOR NEW 
BEGINNINGS... 


HERE, IN WHAT WAS ONCE ICELAND, 
WE PREPARED AGAINST IT. 


WE DID SO OVER GOVERNMENT 
AND PRIVATE INTERFERENCE. 
DESPITE INCREDIBLE COST... 
MONUMENTALLY DEMANDING 
LABOR... AND. UNENDING PERSONAL 
SACRIFICE, 


WE SURVIVED. AND 
Ww ERED. 
FEW ATTE! 
Feisaice Betien 
UNTIL 7O0Q% | 


THE 
OF THESE RADICACTIVE CLOUD 
ZONES ONE. IDE POSSIBLE A 


HIFTING ANO SHRINKING 


SERVED 


EVERYO} 


ie 


IN 
Hom 


IED BY 
REMAINING 
1E. 


: z a AS WE WERE UNABLE TO 00 WHEN 
WE'VE RE-ESTABLISHED LINKAGE MR. 
WITH A COMMUNICATIONS, 
SATELLITE. WE CAN AT LAST 

NO GUT AN EXEL ORATION 
MONITOR ITS PROGR TURN CARDARIAN AND 


lasiil 


ACTING HASTILY IS. 
THE DANGER ! W 


ABSURD! OUR GOAL 
WAS TO CREATE =f 


IF YOU'O QUIT. 
PLAYING THOSE OLD 
'R THAN 


COM/ REPORT TO BLOCK gi 
7/ IMMEDIATELY. ITS 
ESIDENT. Ni 


Le 
iy yi 
ETHEL 


WHEN DIO I 00 THAT? 
LAST NIGHT? WASN'T 
WITH THE COUNCIL- Gd 


Guess THIS 
MIGHT BE ABOUT 


KuBE! By 
Pd DANCER! 
f ] 


YOU GU’ 
HEY, THI: 
BO! 


gisinesd c 


HIS NAME 1S THAN FALCON, 
HE (SA VETERAN AND DESERTER 
OF AT LEAST THREE ARMIES AND 
A RECENT ARRWAL AT THIS 


SANCTUARY KNOWN AS 
NORTHHOLE. 


NO OTHER REFUGEES. 
HAYE SO THOROUGHL 
FA 


ED 
WITH OU! 
MAINTAINED SOCIETY, 


GIVEN YOUR YOUTH, YOUR MILITARY 
RECORDS, RESTLESS DEFIANCE IS 

PROBABLY INEVITABLE, AND WE'RE 
ABOUT To GAMBLE THAT ALL THE 


QUALITIES MAKING YOU ILL - 
SUITEO FOR TA/S* LIFE... 


« ALSO MAKE YOU 
P| A PERFECT TEAM 
FOR SEEKING OTHER 
LIFE /P HERE. 
WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS— 
SUCH AS YOUR FATHER, 
JUAN-- WE'RE NOT ADVEN- 
TURERS AT NORTHHOLD, 
NOT NY Coneet: AND 


Y.., EXPLORING 
WHATEVER 


FOR INTERE: iS No 
a 7 RO EEPS YOU 
iED FOR. PRESERVED, 
Rs 7 INIF HE IS. 
a 
Al i? = 
Wi Alt YOU WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED, KUBESKY. 
p| WE'RE MORE RiciO HERE THAN YOU THRES 
WOULD PREFER. 

hs s 77> 


| 


MUL 


THIS COUNCIL 
APP; 7 


USED TO SAY, UNCLE 
RAOUL? WHEN DO WE 
START? 


ONLY AFTER 
FULL-SCALE 
a EDICAL 


, WEAPONS DEFENSE. 
HEL DRILLS:.. AND ENDLESS’ [i 
MEETI (2S ON MISSION 
PURPOSE AND FROCE— 
DURE. THEN AT LAST. 


— 


HEN FIND HIM, 
ISS Pi (alee 
HE 


THE OPENING 
AN rule 


ao ICs 

TO ASSURING THAT O! 
TRAGIC MISTY AES ARE RENT 
REPEATED 


IT'S TIME, UNCLE 
RAOU! IE HAD 


OUR Dil ENCES 
SINCE I FIRST ORIF- 
HERE, BUTI 


wu, SPECIAL FLIGHT 
TRAINING AND AIRCRAET 
FAMILIARIZATION.,.. 


CEPT WI 
HAS HAPPENED TO FOR: 


SL ie FALCON SUMES ANO 
Mo! SAE MI 


TO THE S/ 
Woes: iriskethe, IN 


FULL FLIGHT, TOWe 
THE LINKNOWN. 


GRIN SO, 
WHY, Nee! 


ANY ING WE 
f+) SO AICH MAY| 


WOR: SHAN 
NORTHHOLD, 


“ HOW 00 YOU FIND AMERICA?’ 
“TURN LEFT AT GREENLAND. ’ 
SUAN FALCON WASN'T BORN 
WHEN THE WORDS WERE FIRST 
SPOKEN, BUT HE KNOWS THEM 
THROUGH HIS COLLECTION OF 


HAO NAVIGATOR PETER 

KUBESKY PLOT IS SOMEWHAT 

fee PRECISE. ANC SOME- 
WHAT AFFERENT. TI 


THAN 
THE COURSE RECOMMEN- 


EI 
PICKEO HIM TO HesD THis 
PLORATORY MISSION. 
ROM NORTHHOLD, There. 
GAGE RGR OUNE, SANCTU, 


DANCER ! KUBE! 

LOOK THROUGH 

THOSE CLOUDS... 
e oe 


ATOMIC WEAPONS 
SRINNZan PaIeNe 
ay HERE A 

eke Fo 


esienoh Is 
RADIOACTIV ‘cloup 
LAYER WE JusT 
PASSED THROUGH 
ANS COULD 


TO MY FLOWER: 


BETIER NOT OL cose race 
Re beefed COME: 


From NOR THEOLD'S REEN- 
HOUSE, Sy pee THEM TO 


OANCER. 
OT 
ESIGNEO FOR 
PRESERVING FAUNA. 
WHY 1g 17 SO, 
IMPORTANT 7 


ax 


ars, 


GRE S SOT 7a ige, VE 

MAKE Sune ORoLNe™ WITHOUT INVESTI- 

LEVEL RADIATION [1 GATIN' LET'S Gor 

LEVELS CHECK ouT 
ACCEPTABL 


/ es oy ILWe 


Af Mi 
fi POLE ONEN. OSEASE 
[™{ POLLUTION.... CANNIBALISM. 


AW, COM 
KUBE/ WITE 
THESE nies 
IT'S AN EASY S. MY. 

CLIMB. MADE IT OUT OF NeW YORK. 
GUESS I THOUS Te 


AN EXAMPLE 
OUR PHILOSOP! GAL 
ENCES, MY 


Lf 

01D MY FATHER 00 
THIS TOO 7 HE LEFT 
TO HELE EM A BUILD 
NORTHHOLE Wi 
BROKE oor BEFORE 

E MADE IT BACK, 

e 


‘TILA MILITARY IM- 
Renn ane 
NABBE EVER 


EVEN rom 710 TLL 
MOM g00D- Bye. 


4 S 

HAS TO BE WHY HE 
ZEFT NORTHHOLD 

$0 SOON, AN’ FINDIN’ 

WA Wa cage? 


EM 
Saone HIM eae 
pie (gabe CKe 
Tne RUMORS SAY. 


WOR’ CHASIN’! 
NEIGHBOR LADIES | 
SOMETIMES GOT 


WE EVER GAVE. 
MOM WAS GRIEF 
AND-~ 


UNCLEAN.../ UNHOLY.../ 
CONDEMNED BY... 
THE EVES OF GOD.,.! 


DAMMIT, KUBE, WE Preteen (f Pert; if ‘ THUNCER (S WHAT 
SHOULON'T HAVE pets . ily , 1p PETER SUBESKY 
“ae HEARL. ANO WHAT 
ACCOMPAMIES 
TUS EXACTLY 
WHAT HE FEAREO/ 


— x 
BCUNNY, me: =~ 
% NO TME FOR IT! 3 , 
roauae> | ave nee a 
a lilies Gy Be Aco RAIN! 
TEARING HiM ‘a 4 SWIFTLY, DANCER 
SOMETHING 
FROM THAT 
WRECKED CAR. 


1, 

ae 3 
wo) ‘STUFF'S rey S 
bea | EVERYEOLCY UP! Wai 


WILL THIS TRUNK 
LID DOIT2/ 


YMBRELLA / 
JOHNNY DOESN'T 
APPEAR UP TO 


ACROSS THE 
STREET. 


THAT WE WILL FE 

LEARN IN THE 
NEXT FEW} 
MOMENTS, 


DEAD ENOS ANC WITH 
THE ACID RAIN LETTING 
UP JOHNNY'S NASTY 


PLAYMATES WILL COME 
SWARMING/ 


THEY TAKE THEM,,, EVEN AS 
THE SOUNDS OF THEIR STRANGE, Sea aaa 
SHAMBLING PURSUERS FILL 
THE LEVEL ABOVE. 


re 
W s-sveway,7 
THIS BUILDIN 


UM... DANCER, 
at My FRIEND... 
~ 


c ! We" { 

DEEPER / iN | 

ge unas 
thi | 


PS gre 

“ i fal 

IT IS ANOTHER 
DEAD ENO. a 


a) 


SSeS 


A a y WY I BELIEVE 
I DON'T KNOW 4 YOU'LL FIND IT I 
WHERE THIS \ . CONSIDERABLY 
BETTER... \F 
YOU'LL FOLLOW 


I DON'T KNOW WHO THIS 


lf .. THE CITY'S MAIN LIBRARY. OVER 
WE'VE TURNED ITINTO 
iL, WITH SOME 
THE PRIEST. 


DANCER IS WRONG. HIS 
WOUNDS ARE TREATABLE: 


SLOW IT, Evel 
TUAL PROGNOSIS 1S... 


--. DEATH. THE LOCALS “i 
HAVE MUTATE THEY 
CAN SURVIVE BRE WE 
CAN'T. IF KUBE AND I 
GET OUT IN TIME... NO 
PROBLEMS lel IN YOUR 


_—_—_—_—_— 
WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO 
RETARD THE MENTAL 
AND PHYSICAL DETER 
IORATION IN OUR OWN 
PEOPLE. OPEC 


i pa 
COULD DO THE SAME 


FOR YOU, MR.FALCON, | 


IF ONLY YOU HADN'T BEEN 
ATTACKEO?/ BUT... THE 


fries ANE. ALL THAT 

IE PREACHES-- TOUCHES 

$0 MANY MORE THAN 
WE Po. 


FEAR AND 
EMI 
SOHNNY # of: Wf: If 2, KNOW You TWO 


VOR REC INE Ser i 
BUT CONSIDERING 
OUR FOE, | 


T NOT- 


0 ANOVY 
2M COMING 
FOR HIM, KUBE.! J 


THESE ARE THE 
\EYES OF GOP’ 
AND JUAN FINDS 
SOME SATISFACTION 
IN BLINDING 
THEM... 


N ... SUT EQUIPMENT BROUGHT 
BBY KUBE FROM THE SHIP 
PROVES MORE PRACTICAL. 


Vi 
GREAT, J JUST MEANWHILE YS 
HOPE NOTHING ON STREETS 9 
1S GETTING 5 THROUGHOUT ea | 


Wii 


ras 


HEED THE WORDS OF 
» GOD, MY PEOPLE. THE 
UNCLEAN, THE LINHOLY @ 
STILL WALK AMONG 
YOUW,,, CONDEMNED, 
BUT LINPLINISHED, 


é aA A Sey YOU ARE UNS RUBEN: 
THE WY/SERY YOUVE SUFFERED, y ‘ S OF GOD'S WRATH, FOL- 
2 THE DEATH RAINS AND OTHER PLAGUES / GOD'S. / _“ LOW MY VOICE, FIND. 
P STRENGTH LETS YOL/ SURVIVE... YOUR SCARS ARE y f 
TESTAMENTS: OF HIS LOVE. THEY ARE UNMARKED 
UNCHOSEN,,, ANO UNWORTHY IN MS EYES TO LIVE? 


LASER BEAMS.” GUARDING || | TOO LOW TO CRAWL UNDER, 
THE BASTARO'S FRONT DOOR’! } MRI TOO HIGH TO SUMP THE MAN 
ap) 1S \NCONSIDERATE” 
nh i 
LaF? 


ANC AS MOBS HOWL ANP MOVE THROLIGHOUT THE C/T), OTHERS COME TO A HALT. 
a] ——a 


DON'T THINK 
TOO LONG, KUBE. 
SOUNDS LIKE VISYTORS' 
ARRIVING BEHINC LIS, LOTS, 
ANO WOWE OF ‘EM HAPPY. 


TO KEEP US FROM 
DESTROYING OUR, EQUIRMENT 
TO GET OUT OF FIGHTING 
SOME ARM raps STARTEP 

ROUTINELY G00BY— 

TRAPPING ACSHING! / 


NY .. AEE WE FINISH 
y HERE 2 ie (jee 


BETTER WARN! NORTH- 
SOMEBODY 


7 
OLD Px Z 
Palme THAT KINO'A 3 fo ee ‘ LESS TO LOSE! 
STUFF OFF ON THEM... : 2 


IWE GOT MORE 
Ateeine ANO 


BLASPHEMY! YOU. 
DAMN YOURSELVES 
BY VIOLATING THIS 
HOLY OF HOLIES: 


SACREO WORK?! YOU'VE KEPT 
THE PEOPLE (GNORANT AND. 
MISERABLE WHEN THE COcToR'S 
GROUP COULD HAVE BEEN RE- 
HABILITATING THEM, 
eee ES 


AT THE Cost OF STAY- 
ING MOWSTERS UNTIL 
THEY DIE... WY MOTHER 
AMONG THEM, YOU 
UNFEELING SHIT/ 


you're NoT Ws 
WORTH, 
SHOOTING / & 


JUAN... MO/ THE ONLY 


TRUE MONSTER IN fi 

THIS CITY IS Ait 7 

| OON'T LET HIM MAKE } 
YOL/ ONE AS WELL, 


7 AN CA 


YOU... YOU'RE RIGHT, 
KUBE. STRIPPED OF 


- - ANC WHAT 
MMPOTENT 27 MIRACLE? 
YOU DON'T KWOW 

THE POWERS I'VE 

BEEN GIVEN! L 


PRIEST... YOU 7ALA 
TOO MUCH /T -- 
HEY? W-WHAT...?, 


tea 


EY HAD Wo7HIVG 
TO LIVE FOR! THROUGH 
THE EYES OF GOP. 


HA 
TO CARRY ON UNTIL, Ht 
THEIR RETURNS } 


wi1S PROBABLY 
STORE WN THOSE 
COMPUTERS! LET'S 


ER 


BUT WITH SOME F 2 WE... AN ELECTRONIC 


CAREFUL CROSS- 
WIRING AND MIS 
DIRECTING OF 
POWER - FEED 
CIRCLUTE... 


NOT YET AWARE. 
THEY LOOK ON A NEW 
BEGINNING, ON THE 
(| POSSIBILITY OF CHANGE. 


‘M_NO’ 
2 eee foe 
IF 
YOU HAVE QUE THA Bie WORLO 10 LOOK 
IT COULO HAVE WORKED FOR HELP IN. 
OUT AS WELL FOR YOU. 


ACROSS THE CITY, A_ I 2 
LOST eae Boneh y SSUTMMULUNTA NN INTEL TINA LL 
MONITORS ANI 


y f A UR 11) ; SWE TAY ENOUGH 
Soe Beall ke 
\ UN. fis LD) 
Cu Ci Al 


2G 


= 
aes TUAN | ELON, 


IST Le 
ATA HOME TO. WHen 
HE CAN NEVER RET 


AW, YOU WOLILON'T “ OENY 

A DYING MAN A CHANCE 
FOR A LAST LITTLE 
GESTURE: WOULD You, f 


W ave 
..BUT MAY 
OWN ener 
WHERE NOTHING 
wit LL EVER 


NEXT ISSUE: GENERATION ZERO CONTINUES / 
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SYNOPSIS 


Two earthmen — marine biologist John Isaac 
and submarine commander Falco — have been 
shanghaied by aliens who hunt whales across the 
reaches of space. 

To prepare the prisoners for duty, Captain Rot- 
wang turns them over to his ship’s surgeons, enor- 
mous insects known as the X/exu. The Xlexu strip 
Isaac of his skin, replacing it with a transparent 
membrane suited to the atmosphere within which 
he must now work. They also join the two sides of 
his brain, separate in most humans, giving him the 
ability to generate and release an immensely pow- 
erful aura. The Xlexu refer to this aura as Isaac's 
“new self” and advise him to awaken into it. 

Falco has been decapitated, his body acciden- 
tally destroyed, and his intellect and emotions trap- 
ped within his head. 

Rotwang has spent years hunting the great red 
mutant whale Abraxas, but when they clash, the 
whale triumphs as Rotwang’s vessel burns and 
most of his crew is killed. Rotwang — stranded with 
Falco and the leopard/woman Sphinx aboard a 
spaceship run by giant aliens — swears to give Falco 
a new body if Falco finds a way to destroy Abraxas. 
Together they kill one of the aliens and with his 
corpse, space suit, and weapons, head for the 
whaling fleet. 

Meanwhile, Isaac has been flung into the belly 
of Abraxas, where he meets an entire tribe of luna- 
tic earthmen, all of whom have been altered by the 
Xlexu. When these people threaten Isaac’s life, he 
releases his aura and awakens into... his soul. All of 
the others in the whale’s belly die’ as Isaac, imitat- 
ing the songs of the whale, makes contact and joins 
with the very soul of Abraxas. 
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4 
WE SAIL INTO THOSE 
JAWS AGAIN... 


©1983 Rick Veitch 


WE WANT AN END To 
THAT RED-HORNED 
Bi MENACE AS WELLAS 
A YE, ROTWANG, BUT-- 


HEED ME, 
BROTHERS! 
1 HAVE SUFFERED 
SUIPWRECK, MUTINY, 
ANDO DEPRIVATIONS |] 
OF EVERYKIND 
BNONG MYWAY f 


IN 50 DOING 
I HAVE SECURED 
THE WEAPON THAT 
WILL END ABRAXAS’ 
DIABOLIC 
REIGN! 


1 DOUBT 
THAT, 
BROTHERS, 


GUNNERS-- 
WE'VE A FINE 
TARGET OF 
OPPORTUNITY 
BEFORE US., 


EPIC 43 


IT BURNED A 
HOLE IN THE 


GIANT THAT I COULD 


” ROTWANG IS RIGHT! 
IT|I§ OUR SACRED 
DUTY TO SE THIS 


MARVEL AND SLAY 
SAIL ME SHIP ABRAXAS! 
THROUGH! 


DO YE HEAR 
THAT, XLEXU? J NEED 
A FIX ON THE BEAST-- 
AND I NEED IT NOW! 


YE INSECTS 
HAVE PLAYED US 
FOR FOOLS LONG 
ENOUGH! 


DEATH HOLDS 
NO TERROR FOR 
THE KLEXU.., BUT 
IT SHALL BE AS 
YOU WISH! 


NOW HOOK UP. 
FALCO'S BRAINS 
LIKE YE DID ISAAC'S 

OR I'LL HAVE E EVERY 


ONE OF Y! 
KEELHA ULED: f / 


BASED, 
ROTWANG! 


sAAAK THIS 
WASN'T PART OF 
THE DEAL! 


ISAAC--WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUF ‘ 


TAKE HEED, 

SPHIN) ROTWANG!FALCO 
THIS 15 NONE HAS ENTERED 
OF YER THE VISIONARY 

BUSINESS! STATEn - YOU'V 

CHANGED-- TURNED 
INTO SOME SORT 
OF, MONSTER! 


(SAAC? 
“1SAAC? 


mn CEE 

WAIT! | SEE 
HIM! 1 SEE 

ABRAKAS/ 


HE'S FLOATING 
PEACEFULLY.,, 
HE MIGHT BE 
SLEEPING... 


THAT'S YOU SWORE 
DIAMOND AHOLD IT, BY THE EVE 
FLOORS! ROTWANG! OF TRUTH 

" YOU ANDI TO GET ME 
STILL HAVEA A BODY.,, 
EN DEAL-- 
AND SLAY THIS: 
UNHOLY BEAST, 
AND PERHAI 
FILL A FEW 
EMPTY CASKS 
IN THE 
PROCESS? 


WHY OF COURSE, Y WOULD ROTWANG WHILE IN THE FAR BEYOND, WE LOOK IN ON JUST WHAT 
MISTER FALCO/ LET IT BE KNOWN IT WAS FALCO FIRST SAW WITH HIS ALTERED MIND... 

- AMONG HIS PEERS 

THAT HE LACKS 
& PRINCIPLES? 


YE SHALL 
HAVE YER 
BODY, IN FACT 
T HAVE ONE 
ALL LINED 

UP FOR 


GIVE THE 
MAN WHAT 
HE WANTS! 


SOULS 

BEFORE SENDING THEM 

BACK eve ANOTHER. 
ul ia 


—_ wile: 


IT 1G THE FATE hg 
OF ALL WHO DIE 4 
IN AN IMPERFECT [> 
STATE TO FACE 

THE AION... 


60 TELL ME, 
MISTER LOON, 


IF YOU EARTHMEN 
DON'T HAVE DEEP et 
SPACE TRAVEL, HOW ce 


DID SO MANY OF { 
YOU END UP DYING vA 
ON THE WHALE A 
PLANET 2 


1S LONG STORY, 3 
RIDGE... AND LOOKS 
LIKE LOON WILL NOT 
HAVE TIME TO 
TELL IT/ 


60 IT HAS BEEN SINCE 
TIME BEGAN. SO IT 
ENDS TODAY! 


WELL,] HOPE 
I'M BORN ASA 
CLAM \N_MY 

NEXT LIFE / 


HEY, LOOK 
AT WHAT'S HEADING 
THIS WAY! THE AION 
SEEMS TO HAVE 


WAIT A 
SECOND/LOON 
\S GETTING WEIRD 
VIBRATIONS! 


\ A A “ LOON KNOWS, WHO 
aD a. 4 


FOR ISAAC AND 
ABRAXAS NOW 
EXERT TOTAL 
INFLUENCE ON 
ANY SOULS 
THAT HAVE 
DIED ON OF 
NEAR THE 
WHALE PLANET,, 


AN INFLUENCE THAT 
CAN OVERCOME 
EVEN THE HUNGER 
OF THE AION! 


JUST SAVE 
THE RED DEVIL 
FOR ME! 


By AT LEAST LONG ENOUGH TO ZETURN TO THE 
By PHYSICAL PLANE AND ANCHOR EACH SOUL 
TO THAT OF A CONSENTING WHALE,,, 


@ 


Now Pgori 
THE AION, THE SOULS 
OF MEN MERGE WITH 
S THOSE OF WHALES AND 
A NEW RACE OF BEINGS. 
IS BORN., i 


HAIL WHAT MAD YEAST ee ‘ / = 
ABRAxAS! £ YE HAVE BREWED ” eener UPON tee ee Bek 


IN ROTWANG'S BRAIN! d 7 7 
OH, THE MALIGNANT ‘ GIBLET! RECOGNIZES ME! 


AGENCIES YE HAVE 
LEFT EATING UP. 
ME INNARBS! 


NO DOUBT YE y/ 
THOUGHT ME LONG 
AGO CRUSHED... , 


L HAVE j - > 
RETURNED Fon Pa 4 % HES MAKING, 

UN ; . q 
MY POUND OF | IS CHARGE: 


READY-- 


HELL'S 
BELLS! 


| 
| 


» 
_s 


LX ¢ 


Ae a 
xa 


ae 
OVE 


uw 


YE HAVE CRACKED 

MY SINEWS AND 
CAKED MY BRAIN, 
LEFT ME SCREAMING 

/ENGEANCE THROUGH 


=\ Vi 
FOAM-GLUED 
LIPS. 


BUT IT 
WAS WORTH IT 
ALLJUSTTOSEEYE 
3] BROKEN AND BLEEDING 
A ON DIAMOND 
FLOORS... 


FOR AMMA'S 
SAKE, ROTWANG-- 
ARE YE BLIND 
a TO WHAT'S HAPPENING 
ALL AROUND 
YE? 


YOU HAVEN'T 
WON YET, You 
MINDLESS AND 


ANIMAL I'M GOING 
TO TEAR You 
LIMB FROM LIMB 
BEFORE YOU 
GET THE 
CHANCE! 


YE DAZE 

CHALLENGE MY 

TRIUMPH, MR, 
FALCO? 


COULD 
THERE BE SOME 
COMPLAINT WITH 
THE ACCOMODATIONS 
T'VE FOUND YE 


THESE 
WHALES Ae 
NOT NORMAL! 
Focus tein Sones 
i 
Y VIBRATIONS 
AS WEAPONS! OW ace euPToeIG 
y THE GeaviTY 
FURNACES! THE 
WHOLE FLEET 
15 ABLAZE! 
» AANIEE! 


YE CAN 
ALL GO DOWN 
IN PERDITION'S | 
FLAMES! ROTWANGS 
VICTORY 1S 
COMPLETE! 


SHE WAS 
THE MOST 
DECENT, LOVING 
BEING f EVER 
MET=- YOU 


SON OF4.., LOW, FALCO! 


Si i 
STILL GROGGY 
FROM THE 
ANESTHETIC! 


AND 
NOT EVEN 
A MATCH FOR 
A ONE EYED 
PEGLEG/ 


IS ONE MORE 
MINOR CONQUEST 
TO THE SLAYER 


OWN HARPOON 


CAN IT BE THAT THE SHIP IS 
EVEN WITH SUCH GOING DOWN-- 
A TERRIBLE MAYHAP ROTWANG 
WOUND THE WILL YET FEEL 
MONSTER SHOULD ABRAXAS’ DEAD 


CLING TO LIFE? / ~ FLESH AGAINST 
4 HIS OWNS 
: 


FALCO WAS RIGHTS — SING, ABRAXAS! 
THE BEAST STILL GIVE ROTWANG 
5 


SHUDDERS AND THE PLEASURE 
MOANS! \ OF YER DEATH 
lea cpa 
Me e 
a é . sso 


I'M AFRAID 
I'M GOING TO 
HAVE TO DENY 
YOU THAT 
SATISFACTION, 
ROTWANG,,, 


You SEE, ABRAKAS 
AND 1 HAVE BECOME 
RATHER... CLOSE! 


HOWGE IT YE IT'S THE XLEXU’S YOUR ATTACK 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT 
COME SCRAMBLIN' DOING, THEY HELPED || FORCED THAT VERE BLATHERING 
OUT OF ABRAXAS‘ THE WHALE ANDO ME} \ ENTITY INTO ABOUT, BUT... IF KILLIN’ 
BLOW-HOLE? MERGE INTO A THIS BODY... > D yE WiLL 
SYMBIOTIC gnu ore 


Fi 
BIO Te INISH THE 


FOR it! 


STAND 

STILL, 

BLAST 
Ye! 


, | 
[S71 HAVE TO : 


& ADMIRE YOUR 

RESOURCEFULNESS 
THOUGH-- THAT LASER 

Hi, CANNON CAME VERY 

CLOSE TO KILLING 
US 


FORTUNATELY, 
MEDICAL HELP 
HAS ARRIVED 

IN TIMES 


’ ONLY 
SURVIVORS 
: = 
7 LI A 
I'S. WASTY 
WOUND AND BELIEVE RCT WANG 


ME,IT HURTS A LOT-- 
BUT | BET IT WAS PART 
OF THE pews 

PLAN: 


I'M NOT ay EVENTS IN WHICH 


AMOR. ALL I 
weunae |e abuse ato 
PLANS? - 


THE WHALING FLEET 
PLAYED A PivoTac 


ARE THE Be ON THI 
CULMINATION SOMEONE an\y MURDEROUS 
OF A LONG HAD TO KEEP \ way YOU 
SERIES OF - EXERCIZED. 
EVENTS. YOUR FREE 
ABRAXAS UNTIL MLL! 
ONE OF US SS 
SUCCEEDED IN a IT's 
THE MERGER, Not Too 
4 LATE TO 
REPENT, 
ROTWANG, | 


REPENT PAA! V. IT WILL. 
LHAve THE I TAKE MORE 


POWER TO THAN THE You SEE, 
WOUND YE XLEXU CAN 'VE FOUND 
VET-- VO TOSEW THERE 1S MUCH 
THIS SKIN MOGE TO A MAN 


THAN MERE 
FLESH! 


EXCEPT 
THE SKINIS 
MEANINGLESS 
\ TO ME 
NOW... 


YOUR UNENDING 
\ CRUELTY HOS LEFT 
| YOU TARMISHED 
\} AND SOLED... 


THE ONLY 
WaY TOSCRUB 
CLEAN |S TO 
SURRENDER 
YOURSELF 
TO THAT! 


BUT DON'T 


WORRY, ROTWANG, 

THE AION LOVES 
ALL SOULS 
EQUALLY... 


ITS A 
MAN'S SOUL 
THAT FINALLY 
DEFINES WHAT 

HE 1S! 


WHAT 
00 YOU 
THINK OF THE 
Ri 


EAL YOU, 
ROTWANG? 


AS ROTWANG'S FINAL SCREAMS ECHO AND FADE 
“| DOWN THE ENDLESS CORRIDORS OF ETERNITY, 
ks ABRAXAS ONCE AGAIN TAKES TO THE SKY,,, 
be 


= 


Sate WHERE HE MEETS 
5) SOME OLD FRIENDS 
IN SOME NEW 
GUISES, 


HO, ISAAC! 
(T'S ME-- STAUB! 
I'VE BEEN 70 THE AION 


SHARING ROTWANG'S 
FATE--JUST LIKE 
YE SAVED 


AND SAVED AFEWFKOM } 


HI ,KITTEN-- 
LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE 
THE BIG HERO! 


MY BOY, You've 
MADE THE 

DISCOVERY OF 
THE AGE! 


WELL, FALCO, 
OUR ADVENTURE 
\6N'T OVER YET/ 
IN FACT, ITS ONLY 5 
STARTING! SORRY, KITTEN, 
BUT F THINIL 
FALCO NEEDS 
A RESTS 
HE ANDT 


ARE GOING 
TO SETTLE 


MAYBE 
RAISE ALITTLE 
FAMILY? 


YOU FOLKS 


ENJO ANP WHO ¥ 
YOURSELVES! 


ARE YOu 


I'M MONA 
AND THIS IS 


OH, YOU MEAN THAT 
BIG GUY? HE'S RIGHT 


/ LEFT US TO 
Die IN 
OUTER SPACE! 


OVER THE@E IN THAT 
FINBACK/ 


DON'T RUN ‘ 


AWAY NOW! 
WE WANT 
TO PLAY! 


ISAAC IS SOARING ON XLEXU WINGS... IF YOU REACH BACIL THEY CARRIED 


ies = INTO THE WHALES WITH THEM THE 
EAI AICHE ni ANCESTRAL PAST SEED OF THE 


YOU WILL SEE 
AS WE PASS 
THROUGH THE 


1 WAN YOU WILL REME! XLEXU.,. PORTAL! 
Tad WapPeNeo. UNDERSTAND THe Gear eee 
es . IT. MIGRATION. 7 THE SEED 


THAT SPAWNED 
ALL THE RACES 


MILLENIA BY SURGICALLY 


AGO! WHEN ATTACHING THIS 
ji ES THE WHALES SCIENTIST JEWEL TO ABRAXAS 
ABRAXAS yal THEY ARE THE SPREAD OUT T FIND THAT GIBLET WE HAVE 
MEMORIES ACROSS SPACE HARD TO CREATED A 


AND COLONIZED BELIEVE, DooRWAY INTO 


HIS BODY... 


ARE WOW KEY TO 
YOUR OWN, Jome\. UNDERSTANDING. 


HERE YOU 


{ THINGS. WoW BEHOLD 
THE SEED! 


1 RECOGNIZE. 
(T/ON EARTH WE 
CALL IT DNA-- 
THE BASIC BUILDING 
BLOCK OF ALL LIFE! 


IN THE GREAT SCHEME 3 YOUR MAN BODY. FIRST TO 
OF THINGS THE XLEXU = \ WILL LIVE (WS/DE, EARTH, THERE 
HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED im WHILE YOUR WHALE 3 YOUR TASK WILL 
WITH THE SEED AND - BODY MAKES THE BE TO BRING 
ITS MANY DIFFERENT JOURNEY, MEN AND WHALES: 


NVOLUTIONARY FORMS, (NTO THIS NEW 
5 ea OES COMMUNION, 


YOU WILL FIND THE 
EMOTIONAL PLAGUE 
OF EARTHMEN A 
HINDRANCE, BUT IT 
WAS A NECESSARY 
BY-PRODUCT OF THE 
DUAL HEMISPHERE 
BRAIN! 


WERE ONE OF 
THE FIRST FORMS 
WE GAVE IT-- 
MEN CAME 


Se” THE WHALES 


NOW THEY 


COMBINE TO 
BRIOGE THEGAP 
BETWEEN THE MORTAL 
AND IMMORTAL 
REALMS OF 
EXISTENCE, 


YOU ARE THE 
FIRST OF 4 NEW 
SPECIES..,WILL YOU 

CHOOSE A WAME BY 
WHICH WE MAY 
KNOW YOU? 


re CALL 


ME 
ISHMAEL. 


Mem BACK ON EARTH ff \ 
Be THE WHALES ARE Fe 
SINGING: 
WwW e¢ sing. 


And we sing loud. 
The song fills our hearts, 
even after millenni 
of hard singing and sounding 
in the Zones of the Sea. 


W. came to this Earth 
during the Great Migration, 
when the folk of the Whale Planet 
colonized the galaxy. 

But here the gravity enslaved us, 
dragging us down from the sky, 
to vibrate sounds 

in the Zones of the Sea. 


O. and on it goes. 
It is life. 

It is dream. 

It is exquisite mirage. 

But not until a man from Earth 
journeys to the Whale Planet 


: SPECIAL THANKS 


Ser seoete and meets Abraxas, 
AND 


we be delivered 
y s of the Sea. 


CINDY LESZCZAI 


= beeps... /NTRUDER 
ALERT... ALIEN 
BEINGS ENTERING 
LEVEL FOUR... 
Sbeep= 


AN UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENT LIKE OCR E Lr 
FIFTY - FIVE ) CAN APPRECIATE TI 
MILLION YEARS UNIVERSAL COLIC MTONS OF 
AGO, OUR TIME, A PHYSICS AS EVIDENCED IN 
LOST RACE OF BEINGS MANY OF THE WONDERS 
BUILT THIS CITY- * WE'VE SEEN. 
. IN ITS TIME, 


THE ACME _OF THEIR ' 
TECHNOLOGY, A TRUE | 
CELEBRATION OF 
MECHANICS +) SURE, DOC, 
AND ENERGY! KNOW. BUT ik 
THESE GUYS WERE 
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ss SECONDARY 
SEN: 


ACTIVATED... 2beepe 
IMPLOSION 8OMB& 
ARMED.., 
AWAITING 
CONFIRMATION... 
Sbeepe 


WHEN THEY DID. YOU SEE, 

LAD, THERE WAS STILL 

AMPLE ENERGY... MANY 

OF THE MONITORS ARE 

STILL FUNCTIONING FROM 

POWER CELLS, EVEN AFTER 
ALL THIS TIME. 


MY. THEORY IS THAT. 
THIS WAS A MILITARY 
INSTALLATION BUILT 
FOR_A_WAR THAT 
NEVER TOOK PLACE. 


SO WHAT WAS THE 
POINT ? IT TOOK A 


HECKUVA LOT OF MAN 


COME, NOW, EVERY 
REMNANT OF PAST 
TIMES AND PEOPLES fat 
CAN STILL HAVE let 
RELEVANCE 
FOR US TODAY. 


uaa, 


LOOK, DOCT: 
TRACKING S SCREENS 
STILL SCAI 


IST A MEANING- 
LESS RELIC £ 


Sbeepe.., ALIEN 
S PRESENCE’ CONFIRMED 
1 BASE WILL DESTRUCT 
“IN NINE MINUTES... 
2 beeps 


CREATED & PLOTTED 
ss 8Y CARL BorTs 
Q) 487 ay cake Porrs ¢ 
NN TERRY AUSTIN 
SCRIPT BY DENNY O'NENL 
i COLORS BY MARIE SEVERIN 
LETTERS BY JIM NOVAK 


CONSIDER IT AN OMEN: WHEN A_WAN- SHORTLY THEREAFTER , A YOUNG PRIEST HE ESCAPED INTO THE FOREST 


PERING SAMURA/ SLAUGHTERED ONE (AMED He 
OF te DRAGONS THE PLACE OE Ns OKAN DISCOVERED THAT OTHERS|| WHERE HE HAD A MYSTIC VISION. 


IT WAS REVEALED TO H/Mh THAT A 
VALLEY WASAT AN END. THIS WANTON 

KILLING. WAS WITNESSED BY MASANOBU : CLAN OF MINT A WOULD DECIVER 
MATSUMURA , ONCE A RENOWNED 

SWORDSMAN, NOW A SEEKER AFTER 

THE WAY, 


WE SEE, THIS WILL 
PURCHASE THE SER- 
VICES OF THREE OF 


A FORTNIGHT. WE 
ARE YOURS To COM- 
% MAND. 


--(N THE 
SHAPE OF... A 


WE DO NoT 
BO OUR WORK 
FOR NOTHING, 


NOI crerte MAN, 
I CAN PAY, T HAVE 
A GOLD AMULET-~ 


OKAN DECIDES TO_ 
GELB" ay TO ENLIST 


wo MORES I 
I WILL TALK 


I HAVE HIRED ¥ 
THE NINJA er 


a 


THE SAMURAI MASANOBU. a 
LIVES IN A CAVE ON THE 
HILLSIDE... 
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THEN LET HIM JOIN 
HIS ANCESTOR: 


ast 
ASAEDRB AS) 


WEE Re ie macAnoBu 
HERVES, NOR THE ‘ “2 nat 


SEE 
ys 
= JON THAT 
Esl /S HOKAN'S' FINAL 
TORMENT. 


— 


WE SAIL TO 
AMERICA WITH 
THE NEXT TIDE. 


ANO YOU WANT BUT YOU ARE THE 
THIS OLD GREATEST SWORDSMAN 

WARRIOR To : IN JAPAN. You MUST 

LHELP You, EH? NOT REFUSE. 
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ae 


THE DARKNESS... 


age 


ge SS F OW A PRECIPICE OVERLOOKING THE 
Oi ) WATER, MASANOBU WATCHES, STILL 
ANP SILENT AS STONE. 


ee 


oS 
KINDLY DISMISS YOUR 


TH YET WO MAN i WW THE WOORS BEHIND HIM; 
mae i glee Set hi BEES He inc bse 
YOUR BACKS. MORE ALERT. TEA) | CUISHARLE FROM THOSE OF 

a mn THE LEAVES OF THE TREES... 


WITHIN THREE HOURS , 
THE TASK /s COM- 


CONTAINING EGGS OF, 
THE SPLENAIP BEASTS 
ARE LOWERED INTO 
HOLDS, AND HATCHES 
ARE FASTENED OVER. 
THEM. THE SEA SIGHS, 
AS THOUGH RELIEVED, 
ANP THE BREEZE /S 
FLAVORED WITH A 
SUDDEN CHILL. 


WITH A SOFT 
EXPULSION OF ees 
BRE Hoe --AND THE 
O seécr guzz 


OFA 
POISONED CART 


h\l MASANOBU'S HEAD In 
I) MOVES JUST ENOUGH. 


I'VE BEEN 
EXPECTING YOU 
GENTLEMEN. 


I DON'T SUPPOSE 
YOU'D CONSIDER A 
RETREAT, 


Sk '- 


FOR THAT OLD 
MAN 2 NO. WEILL. 
ayaa JOIN You BELOW, 


HE WAS IN HIS. 
POTAGE WHEN THE 
MOON WAS A PUP. 
HIS BONES CREAK. 


= AND THEY 
BUT THEY ARE .) VA REMEMBER A 

CUNNING, THESE THOUSAND 

ANCIENT BONES -- BATTLES. 


WHILE, ON 
THE BEACH. 


YOU HAVE NEVER 

SEEN A GUARD 

BRAGON BEFORE, 

EH? LOOK WELL-- FOR You WILL 
NOT HAVE TIME 


TO LOOK LONG / ay 


Ag 


A BOMB Will). 
PENETRATE 
‘& (TS ARMOR / } . 


= THE TIDE If 
RISING. WE 
MUST BE OFF 


7 


WOULD THAT YOUR] 


STEEL WERE AS 
SHARP AS YOUR 
TONGUE. 


BEFORE ANOT 


jl WEEK I$ OUT! 


Le 


ai I EXPEND NO. 
SOW EFFORT, LAG T 
MERELY DO. 


A.NINJA TRICK. 
HE FLED WHILE LT 
COULD NOT SEE. 
POWDER... 
BLINDING ME! } 


as 
0 Hee A BOMB line 


THE PEPARTING 
VESSEL, 


Memes (7 (SA FUTILE EFFORT. fmt 


MASANOBU BEGINS TO DESCEND THE 
CLIFF SLOWLY, IN SWORDSMANSH/P, 
Hs eee ke “ HINPRANCE. (IN 


NO USE. THE SHIPS) 

HAVE STEAM AND. 

SAIL BOTH. IT HAVE 
ONLY MY ARM. 


NINJAS ARE 
NOT CAPTUREP, 


NINJAS PIE, 


a 


B THE BLADE SLIDES HOM 


=e 


PERHAPS SHE'S 
JUST WOUNDEP. 


WO... SHE'S FALLEN. (i? 
THE SAMURAI HAS 


BS AM HERE, seLover/ 
CAN brie) 


STEP SISTER , HIS_CLO: 
OW, HIS LOVE! THE O 
EVER RELIEVED ws LONELING: 
OF LIFE, 


an 


THE LAST OF THE DRAGONS continues next issue 


Sa QTE AWA) LM, NY." a 


GN SLEEP T FIND NO PEACE. 
Tile DREAMS ALWAYS: COME: 


NOT KNOW WHEN ZT 
BEGAN, WHERE I WILL 
ENO} IF I SEARCH, OR 
ts I FLEE. ONCE, 


LE THE DREAMS KNOW MORE, 
THEY WILL NOT TELL, THEY 
MERELY PUSH ME TO WAKE, 
TO RISE, TO JOURNEY AGAIN... 


by Michael Kaluta 


scripted by Archie Goodwin 
ae Ee 


YET TODAY., THERE 
1S A DIFFERENCE, hg 
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———— 

1 AS THE SOLINDING OF 
OF A FINELY-WROUGHT 
GLASS CHIME. 


1 FROM WHICH 
SUCH BEAUTY 
COULD COME, 


YOU DON'T KNOW, YOU TRULY DON'T. 
ANOW.,., SUST AS THE OTHERS FEARED! 
THE BATTLE DESTROYED YOUR MEMORY. 
AT LEAST IT ALSO LEFT VARD TOO Ex- 
HAUS TED TO PURSUE AND FINISH YOU, 
My LORD! BUT WHILE You've WAN- 
OERED, HE'S BEEN INCREASING 
HIS POWER/ 


HER WORDS' BEWILDER AND CONFUSE, 

BUT SHE HERSELF CHARMS ME. FOR THE 

FIRST TME IN MY JOURNEY I FEEL SOME 

KINSHIP FOR ANOTHER CREATURE... AND 

ALMOST eee AT HER SUDDEN 
AIT. 


WE'VE GOT TO HURRY. 


| 
i 
i 


BEFO! 
/ MA 


; Ta WC y 
BEFORE I MAKE YOU i “a 
CHOKE TO DEATH LY 


Ee ay : 
EATING YOUR OWN 


I'VE SPENT MUCH 
TOO MUCH TIME TORTURING 


you'ge.. Y 
VaR! 


NO, IT MERELY 


AND TEAR, TO 
EXPLODE APART... 
TO SCATTER INTO 
NOTHINGNESS: 
ALMOST. I MERELY 
EXPERIENCE THIS 
AGONY ANE \NISH 
THAT ZwourD 


ZI HAVE MORE 
DOUBTS ABOUT 
THAT THAN My 
CHARMING LITTLE 
FRIEND FROM 
THE SWAMP YET 


TINKLING VOICE 
SOMEHOW LIFTS 
WY SPIRITS: 


ux ANO SOMEHOW PREPARES ME FOR WHAT 
2 SEE AS I LOOK OUT FROM THE WALL TO 
WHICH IM SHACKLED TI AM /MPRISONED 
NA CRUDE STONE HUT,. AND I AM FAR 
FROM THE ONLY CAPTIVE: 


YA WEAR, FRITCH? yA HeaR TROOB, M'LAD I WISH L'O BEEN 
wikr ea on 5 i ee NS Loo ar 


OY vada He S7zc Bons Have” | (AY Dire SE CUE: N SEE ENTIRE 
' KA ENTH 

POWER ENOUGH T’FINISH LORD IRACLES! TT T 

HAL? THINGS IS GONNA BE rT Bae OUR ASSES WENE 

FINE! GOT TO PREPARE LORD HAL... 


EFORE HIM. 
WERFUL FOR YOUR 


AN? O% Us 
S| "S. WE YOU... PRE 
AVE ENOUGH OF your MEMORY_TO Ki 
OM YOU, VARO CAME LATER. HE THIN 
PETS OR SOMETHING. VALUABLE ONCE 


ISIC 


USING ITs Magic AGAINST YOU. 
SPELE HE HAD CONTAINING YS WEAKENED 
OBA TO Fy Ore fo ENG FRITCH TELLS INE, AND EVEN TOLD IN 


ENOUGH FOR L 
YOU, EVERYTHING ELSE, YOU KNOW. Hie WASPNG BIRDIE VOICE, [1 MAKE: 
EXCErT THE WORST ABOUT VARD.. the BASHING GwieL HOTLY WITH FEAR. 
THEN HE TELLS ME WHAT WE MUST 
BE AND THE FEAR GROWS. UNTIL. 


at pale eS. eet ee HAS TRAVELEC. 
IRCHED WELL, /F 

heme, "6 aele, ON! Fig TIRED, DLILL 

WORLO HE HAS DRAWN IT TO ips: elses 

Whee NEVER BE STRONGER 5 M 

WEAKER. BLT THIS TIME Z HAVE: KNOWLEDGE. 


Wi ee ERE 
CREATED My LIFE ESSENCE. 
TO REFOCUS IT, TO_STRIKE 
AT YOU... THEY NEED My’ 
BEING, MY ENERGY / 


DION'T TWO 
DEFEATS TEACH 
YOU ANYTHING? 


NOT WITHOUT. SADNESS, T WATCH VARD 
DIE AS THE ECTO-FORMS FALL LIPON HIM; 
RENDING, TEARING; RIPPING HIM APART... 


Ae 
Se 


ww CARRYING HIM BACK 


TO THE, IRCE FROM WHICH HE SPRANG. 
WPMD, SOU Re SPR 


FOLIND MY FEAR AND HATRED MADE /T 
NOUGH TO NEARLY DESTROY, i 2 NOW ZT ANOW WE CONTE © he 


+1 AND ONCE MORE I AM WHOLE. 


TAM LORO HALVARP, MASTER WIZARQ, AGAIN. 


Z SUMMON TO ME THE BATTLE-LOST HE 


a 


LM RIGHTFULLY MINE. 


AND GATHERING MY FAMILY TO 
ME.,, TUS WANCPERER GOES HOME. 


by the }) 


Brothers Gritim 


<= 


a 
A POOR MAN WHO HAD TWELVE CHILOREN HAD TO 
WORK DAY AND NIGHT JUST TO FEED HIS FAMILY. 
WHEN THE THIRTEENTH CHILO WAS BORN, THEIR 


FATHER DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO. IN HIS MISERY, 
HE RAN OUT ONTO THE ROAD, DETERMINED TO 
ASK THE FIRST PERSON HE MET TO BE THE 


CHILD'S GODFATHER. 


art and adaptation 
story by the Brot 


1983 Scott Hampton 
Grimm 


eath 


FIRST PERSON TO COME ALONG WAS 
GOD, AND HE ALREADY KNEW WHAT WAS 
TROUBLING THE MAN 


= 


POOR MAN, I PITY 
YOU. T WILL HOLD YOUR 
CHILD AT ITS BAPTISM, 
AND Z WILL LOOK AFTER 
{T ANO MAKE IT HAPPY 
UPON THE EARTH. 
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TAM 
DEATH. UNDER 


‘ane 


Ee, ALL MEN 
EQUAL. 


IDO 
NOT WANT 
YOU TO BE 
My CHILD'S 
GODFATHER, 


YOU LET 
THE RICH LIVE 
IN PLENTY WHILE 

THE POOR ARE 
STARVING. 


THE MAN WALKED 
FARTHER ALONG AND SAW 
A TALL LEAN FIGURE 
STRIDING TOWARD HIM. 


LET ME BE 
your Cue 


GODFATHER, 


YOU MAKE 
NO DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN THE RICH 
AND POOR, SO YOU 
ARE THE ONE I 
/ANT. 


YOU SHALL BE i 
GODFATHER. 


THE DAY THE BOY CAME OF AGE, HIS 

] GOOFATHER WALKED WITH HIM INTO 
THE WOODS, AND PRESENTE? HIM 

WITH AN HERB THAT GREW THERE. 


HERE IS YOUR CHRISTENING 
GIFT. WITH IT YOU CAN BECOME 
A FAMOUS OOCTOR. 


WHEN YOU ARE CALLED. 
TO A PATIENT LOOK FOR 

ME AT HIS BEDSIDE, IF I STAND 

AT THE SICK MAN'S HEAD, 

SAY YOU CAN CURE HIM WITH 
THIS HERB AND GIVE HiM 
SOME, HE SHALL RECOVER, 


Re P| 


FOLLOWING THE ADVICE 

OF HIS GODFATHER, THE 

YOUNG MAN SOON Became: 

A DOCTOR OF GREAT 
RENOWN. 


BUT IF I STAND AT THE SICK MAN'S 
FEET, THEN HE IS MINE. YOU MUST 
ACCEPT THIS AND SAY NO GOCTOR 
“GN GARTH COULO HELP HIM. 


IF YOU EVER USE THE 

HERB AGAINST MY WILL, 

YOU WILL BE RISKING 
A TERRIBLE FATE. 


PEOPLE FROM NEAR 

AND FAR CAME TO BE 

TREATED BY HIM, AND 

GAVE HIM SO MUCH 

MONEY HE BECAME 
RICH, 


AB 

THE KING'S BEDSIDE, HE SAW 

5 EATH AT HIS FEET AND KNEW THAT NO HERG ON 
SS EARTH COLILD 00 THE KING ANY GOOR 


JUST THIS ONCE, I MUST _ 
OUTWIT DEATH! I KNOW HE'LL 
BE ANGRY WITH ME, BUT I AM 
HIS GODCHILD, $O HES SURE 

TO FORGIVE ME. 


THEN DEATH CAME TOWARD THE 
DOCTOR, HIS FACE DARK 
WITH ANGER, 
AND THREATENED 
HIM. 


I WitL 
FORGIVE THIS 
ONE TRICK 
ONLY BECAUSE 
ZAM YouR 
GODFATHER, BUT 
IF YOU EVER TRY 


NoT LONG AFTER HAT, THE KING'S ONLY CHILD FELL GRAVELY ILL. THE KING WEPT BITTERLY AS HER CONDITION 
WORSENED, AND HE PRONOUNCED THAT WHOEVER SHOULO SAVE THE PRINCESS WOULD MARRY HER AND INHERIT 
THE THRONE. 


Cee 7 BOLE IG WINER? SERN 
ANGERED AT BEl te 4 gp OF ALL SIZES; BURNING IN ENDLESS ROWS: ss 
DOCTOR WITH ‘ —— y THESE LIGHTS 
[S$ COLD HAND. ~ , .: ARE THE LIVES oF 
- ET é or ; MANKIND. THE BIG 
. f'/ : ‘| 4 = pee rs ONES BELONG TO 
‘i THE CHILDREN 


SIZED ONES TO 
YOUNG AOULTS: 
IN THEIR PRIME, 


7 _MOST OF 
THE SMALL 
ONES BELONG 


96 EPIC 


A NEW CANOLE 
CAN BE LIT ONLY 
AFTER ONE OF THE 
OLD ONES HAS 

GONE OUT, 


DEATH ACTED aa ile HE 
WOULD GRANT Hi 
GODCHILD'S wish. 


OH, PLEASE, DEAR 
GODFATHER, LIGHT 
A NEW CANOLE FOR 


IRRY. 
THE PRINCESS AND 
RULE By HER SIDE/ 


THAT WILL GOON 
BURNING AS THE 


BUT BECAUSE HE 
WANTED REVENGE FOR 
THE Times THE DOCTOR 
HAO THWARTED HIM.. 


THE DOCTOR FELL, PREY 
TO THE ANGER OF His 
GODFATHER DEATH. 


